S46-1
STEWARDSHIP OF WORK

SCRIPTURES: Genesis 39; 1:27, 28; 2:15
Luke 16:1-13; 10:7
1 Corinthians 10:31
Ephesians 4:28
Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12, 13
Acts 20:35

MEMORIZE: Ephesians 6:5-7

A mentality has develdped in the Western world that regards work, especially hard
physical work, as something to be avoided. Work is viewed as a curse, meant only to
keep man out of mischief. Modern man is seeking to overcome that curse through
technology, a shortened work week and early retirement.

Bliss is thought to be inactivity, idleness or pursuit of pleasure. Heaven is the end of
the struggle where we will enjoy endless ease. One cult operating on the campuses a
few years ago, even stated that it was sinful for Christians to work—all Christians
should be busy preaching the Gospel but not working.

Work is not a curse. Man was created to work and commanded by God to do so in the
Garden of Eden. Modern man is not finding fulfillment in pleasure. As he goes
deeper and deeper into pleasure, he goes deeper and deeper into a bent toward self-
destruction through drugs, alcohol, psychiatric problems, homicide and suicide.
Fulfillment does not come through pleasure or endless leisure—it comes through
work and service to God and fellow-man.

1. Compare the stewardship of Joseph (Genesis 39) and the unrighteous steward
(Luke 16:1-13) in reference to work.

2. What does the TGIF (Thank God it’s Friday) mentality reveal about many
people’s attitude toward work?
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MEANINGFUL ACTIVITY IN THE PURPOSE OF GOD

3.

10.

What meaningful activities were given to Adam and Eve?
Genesis 1:27, 28; 2:15

Under what conditions were they given this assignment?

What does this teach us about developing a philosophy of life that will give us
meaning, fulfillment and purpose?

What type of meaningful activity are angels involved in currently? What are
their working conditions? Isaiah 6:1-3; Hebrews 1:14

What do saints do in heaven while they wait for the resurrection?
Revelation 7:14, 15

Will we ever get to work under perfect conditions here on earth?
Revelation 20:4

How will our place of service in that kingdom be determined?
Matthew 25:14-30

Our work is to be purposeful. Why is it to be diligent?
1 Corinthians 10:31

Ephesians 6:5-7

Titus 2:9, 10



11. Is the distinction between sacred work and secular work valid?

MEANS OF ACHIEVING PROSPERITY
12. Why are we to work with our own hands?

1 Thessalonians 4:11, 12

Ephesians 4:28

13. What was Paul’s practice as a missionary? 1 Corinthians 4:12;
1 Thessalonians 2:9

14. How are we to handle the person who refuses to work?
2 Thessalonians 3:10, 11

15. What about the person who will not take care of his own family?
1 Timothy 5:8

16. What is God’s attitude toward wages?

Luke 10:7

James 5:4
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17. Fill in the following chart on “diligence” and “slothfulness.” (Some verses
will have statements that apply to both; others pertain only to one.)

Proverbs DILIGENCE SLOTHFULNESS
6:9-11
10:4

12:11

12:24
12:27
13:4

13:11
13:22

13:23

14:23
19:15

20:4

20:13

21:5

21:17

21:25
22:29

23:21

24:33,34
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27:23-27

28:19

30:25-28
31:13-27
v.27

18. Write a brief paragraph regarding God’s view of diligence and slothfulness.

19. What is God’s purpose for you in your labor? Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12, 13

MEANS OF ALLEVIATING POVERTY

Biblically we have a responsibility to help those who are in need. We live in a society
that encourages us to have our hands out, looking for assistance. God’s program is
just the opposite. We are to take care of our own needs, and help others, if we have

the means to do so. We must be careful not to create such a high standard of living
that we use all our resources, making it impossible to fulfill this biblical injunction.

20. What classes of people are we to help?

Acts 20:34, 35

Ephesians 4:28;
1 John 3:17

1 Timothy 5:9, 10
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21. What is to be our attitude toward giving? How does this correspond with the
general attitude in your culture? Acts 20:35

22. As you learn the truth of this statement and become a gracious giver, how can
you share the blessing of Acts 20:35, so that others come under its blessing?

23. Write a summary statement about your view of work and your commitment to
God as a steward in this area.



