S45-1
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME

SCRIPTURES: Genesis 39
Luke 16:1-13; 12:35-48
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Matthew 6:33

MEMORIZE: Ephesians 5:15, 16

TIME—either there is not enough or there is too much; either it flees away or it drags
on endlessly; either it is profitably used or it is wasted; either it brings satisfaction or a
sense of loss; either it brings maturity or a lingering adolescence.

We all have the same amount of time. As stewards in the household of God, we are
responsible for how we use our time. There can be no excuses for not getting our
work done, because God does not give us more than we can do. If we don’t fulfill our
responsibilities, it’s either because we wasted time, or we did things we were not
supposed to do, or we did not use our time to develop our potential fully so that we
were able to complete our task.

Probably the greatest reason for failure in the use of time, is that many of us just let
time happen, using it to do whatever seems appropriate or desirous at the moment,
rather than setting priorities and managing our time. Discipline (discipleship,
stewardship) in the use of time, is one of the most difficult lessons to learn, especially
for those who are unorganized in general.

If we do not come to grips with time, we will someday find that life is over, and we
have a sense of failure, rather than of accomplishment. Plan to use your time as a
good steward and be able to say with Paul, “...I have finished the course...”

2 Timothy 4:7.

1. Compare the stewardship of Joseph (Genesis 39) and the unrighteous steward
(Luke 16:1-13) in reference to time.

2. What should we learn about our attitude toward time in employment?
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A PARABLE ON TIME Luke 12:35-48

3. List at least three principles of time management from the parables in
Luke 12:35-48.

4. To whom do these parables apply? v. 41

5. How does knowledge or ignorance affect stewardship of time? vs. 47, 48

PRIORITIES IN THE USE OF TIME

6. Why is it important to establish priorities?
1 Corinthians 7:29-31

7. Why should we redeem every moment? Ephesians 5:16

8. Give another reason from Ephesians 5:15.

9. How should we establish priorities? Matthew 6:33

10. Does that which has the first priority necessarily have to consume the most
time? Explain.
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11. In what order do you place each of the following? Entitle your paper, “My
Present Priorities.” First, list these items in the order of the amount of time
they consume in your life. Then, list the same items in the order of proper

priority.

12. Are there some changes you should make in your priorities?

13. Are there areas that overlap? Could you be doing two things at once to
improve your use of time? List them.

14. What consumes most of your time?

15. What things are necessary and cannot be changed?

16. On what do you spend quality time?

ASSIGNMENTS

Do a time study of your life for seven consecutive days in 15 minute segments. Do
not alter your routine—this is for your benefit. Then report to your teacher to discuss
the results and their significance. (Forms available.)

Read Tyranny of the Urgent by Charles E. Hummel;
Managing Your Time by Engstrom & Mackenzie, Zondervan Press.
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